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Hello. 
 
Well, it’s been quite a year for EdUKaid. We’ve started to really grow up and 
take ourselves seriously. We now have two full time members of staff, Tim in 
Tanzania and Nicky in the UK. This means we are now able to significantly 
increase our efficiency and realise the huge potential that EdUKaid has.  
 
We have expanded our presence in Mikindani. We currently have four 
volunteers who are now settled into the African way of life. Mike, one of the 
trustees, is also there keeping an eye on progress, and getting ideas for future 
projects that we will be fund - raising for next year.  
 
We are still urgently recruiting for four other volunteers to go out in January / 
February. This is due to our increased activities in the schools and our 
commitment to really push the changes. The articles below give an idea of what 
is currently going on and what we hope to achieve in the coming year, both in 
Tanzania and in the UK. 
 
We also want to fill you in about what began as our Christmas gift project. Due 
to the popularity of the scheme we have decided to keep it running throughout 
the year so that people can buy gifts for any occasion. You can get an idea of 
how this money will be used in the article on “Meaningful Presents” below. 
 
As you can see EdUKaid really is on the rise. Thank you so much for helping us 
to achieve so much this year. We are really looking forward to 2007. 
 
Editor 
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Not just another pair of socks. Gifts that really are needed. 
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Pinpointing exactly where the gifts from the scheme are going ����
and what still needs to be done. 
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2006 and what we hope for the next year����
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A quick look at what’s been going on with the charity 
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Upcoming fundraising events to be held in the UK in 2007. 
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When you are a child, Birthdays and Christmas can be the most magical times. 
Presents large and small wrapped up just for you. The excitement for both the 
person receiving and the person giving the present is what makes these moments 
special. 
But there seems to be a number of stages we go through.  
 

Stage One. The “I’m more interested in the wrapping” stage. We’ve all 
been there, you give the young child a present that you thought they would love 
and all they do is play with the cardboard box it came in. 

Stage Two. The “How quickly can I remove the wrapping and start 
playing with the toy” Stage. 

Stage Three. The “I don’t want presents just give me money” stage. In 
other words “I don’t want four identical presents again this year”. 

Stage Four. The “Oh another set of deodorant and what a lovely pair of 
socks” stage. 

Stage Five. The “Oh, at least the pair of socks was useful but who told 
you that I liked Justine Timberlake” stage. 
 
The truth is that these days in the western world Birthdays and Christmas have 
become a present giving frenzy and much of the true meaning of the occasion 
has been lost.  
 

                      
 
In September 2005 I reached the grand old age of 40 and decided to have a 
birthday bash at my house. We invited many family friends all of whom in some 
way had played a part in my life.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The most important thing for me was to celebrate with all of them and have a 
great evening. The last thing I wanted was for any of my guests to struggle 
thinking what to get me for a present.  
 
So I came up with a cunning plan. Rather than my guests buy me presents, I 
asked that instead they make a donation to EdUKaid. In this way they would 
feel good because they are helping children in Africa and I would feel good 
because none of the money spent would have been wasted on things I didn’t 
really want anyway. To my amazement the evening raised over £1000 which 
goes a very long way in Africa. In fact this would pay for 16 primary school 
children to go to school for a whole year! 
 

                         
 
Since my birthday we have had a number of people do similar things and raise 
different amounts for EdUKaid and this has prompted us to launch a new 
fundraising initiative. Following the success of our “Christmas Aid” campaign 
we now be running this throughout the year and calling it “Meaningful 
Presents”. So if you are struggling with what to buy someone for birthday or 
you simply want to save your family and friends wasting their money on 
presents you don’t really need or want for your birthday than this could be the 
answer. 
 
Have a happy Christmas 
 
Tim Varney 
Chairman of Trustees. 
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There are times when it can seem that the money from the fundraising that we do here 
in the UK disappears over to Tanzania,  and those of us who haven’t had the chance to 
get out to Mikindani itself struggle to fully appreciate what is being achieved with it. 
The newly launched Christmas Aid scheme has proved really popular and we are 
already starting to plan exactly where the gifts for the children and the schools will go.  
 
This aims to help you to understand a bit better exactly where this money goes. The 
scheme is going to have a really positive impact on the conditions in the schools. We 
have already begun, in partnership with Trade Aid to transform one of the schools, we 
don’t hang about!  Our four volunteers have been busy painting classrooms in lively 
and imaginative ways in an effort to stimulate the children’s interest and make being at 
school as exciting and instructive as possible. We are still in need of money to carry out 
redecoration of the classrooms. Just £35 will decorate a whole classroom.  
 

              
 
We are going to try to buy as much as we can out in Tanzania; in this way we are also 
helping to support the local economy and ensure what we buy is as relevant as possible. 
Once our project manager is in place one of their key responsibilities will be to liaise 
with the local education authority and source the most up to date and appropriate 
learning material for the children. The things that you are helping to provide will make 
a huge difference to the way lessons are currently run. It is really exciting to imagine 
the transformation. 
 

Books will bring the lessons to life for the children. They are so vital in opening a 
whole world of learning but cost so very little. We are still in need of Primary and 
Secondary Textbooks and English/ Swahili Dictionaries. 
 
The fact that Primary Children do not learn any English at school but are then expected 
to take all their lessons in it once at Secondary School, is a quirk of Tanzanian 
education that must be addressed eventually. In the mean time we can minimise the 
problem this causes by providing any means that makes the transition a little less 
daunting.  
 

               
 
By providing a blackboard a child’s desk for example you will be giving the classroom 
a feel of a proper functional classroom. This will be so appreciated by both the children 
and the teachers.  
 
Learning can start at any age and some of the most popular gifts have been those which 
will benefit the primary age children. Gifts such as Building Blocks, Alphabet Books or 
Picture Books encourage children to play and actively learn. This is vital to their early 
development and later learning ability. With your amazing support we really are 
helping to make a huge difference in all areas of the children’s education out in 
Mikindani.  
   
We are continuing the scheme throughout the year so that people can chose a 
gift for any special event or occasion. We have big ambitions for increasing our 
support to our present schools and, in time, to new schools in the area.  
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In 2005 we provided sponsorship to Primary and Secondary pupils and very 
limited support to two Primary schools. Over the past year we have significantly 
increased the work we are undertaking in Tanzania and are now on an excellent 
footing to move into 2007. 
 
We have continued to expand our student sponsorship scheme. There have been 
two new intakes of students into the Secondary schools, one in January and the 
other in April, which means we currently support thirty eight students. At 
Primary level we had fewer new students and so we now sponsor thirty two 
pupils.  
 
The main development of 2006 has been the introduction of volunteer teachers 
into our project and most of our work has focused around enabling this to 
happen. Since January we have had a total of seven volunteers in Mikindani 
who have been teaching at the Primary and Secondary schools we support as 
well as doing extra  
 
English tuition for our sponsored Secondary students. Besides teaching they 
have proved to be an invaluable asset in our general operation as well as 
providing a face for EdUKaid in the local area. Not only do the schools and 
pupils benefit from the presence of the volunteers but also working for 
EdUKaid in Mikindani is a wonderful and life changing experience for the 
individuals involved. To enable the volunteers to be able to live and work in 
Mikindani we have refurbished and equipped a large property which has 
required significant amounts of resources and time. We have also registered 
with the government of Tanzania and established EdUKaid Tanzania to help us 
develop our longer-term strategy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In conjunction with Trade Aid we have established the Mikindani Mtwara 
Education forum with specialist subgroups in order to improve the 
dissemination of information amongst the various educational organisations in 
the area and to develop cooperation between them. 
 
These initiatives have been very important for us to look at what we will be 
doing in the future. Do to an increase in commitment and a steady growth in 
funding we have decided to research a large number of projects (twenty five)  
that we could potentially implement in 2007 and beyond. Many are not that far 
removed from the work we have undertaken before, for example, we have never 
painted wall displays in classrooms but it is not dissimilar to our provision of  
charts and posters in the past. Other projects support certain aspects of the 
Tanzanian syllabus that we have not supported before like Sexual Health 
Education and Maths and Science. We are also looking at areas outside of the 
school structure like Adult Education and Computer Skills Training. 
 
We are ensuring that the research we are doing is as thorough and detailed as 
possible so that we can ensure that our resources are used in the best possible 
manner for achieving our aims. It is very exciting looking at the potential work 
that we could be doing in the near and more distant future and I am certain that 
we will steadily improve the standard of education.  
 
The rapid and continued growth of our project is a demonstration of all of the 
hard work and commitment that has been devoted individuals and groups in the 
UK and Tanzania. It is something that we should be justifiably proud of. 
 
 
Tim Dench 
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Michael Strain who was one of our first volunteers and subsequently became a 
Trustee has just returned to Mikindani until March as he will be working to 
develop EdUKaid’s plans for the future. 
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In late November EdUKaid and Trade Aid hosted another meeting of the 
Primary Level� Focus Group to help those organisations involved in Primary 
Education to share ideas and information. The main focus of the meeting was 
Environmental Education and creating improvised teaching aids and resources. 
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The classroom in EdUKaid’s property, Mottisfont, has been used by EdUKaid 
volunteers for many months to provide extra English tuition for the Secondary 
students that we sponsor. However, most of the time the classroom is unused so 
we are delighted that Trade Aid are using it in the afternoons for Teacher 
Training and Adult English Lessons. 
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The Tanzanian academic year runs from January to December and so the pupils 
have recently sat their examinations and the schools have closed. In mid-
December the results of the national examinations will be published which is 
when we will know the progress of our currently sponsored pupils and how 
many new pupils will require sponsorship in the next academic year. There is a 
six week holiday for all of the schools and so our volunteers will not be able to  
undertake their normal teaching routine in the schools. Therefore, they will be 
undertaking a number of short term teaching projects as well as organising 
resources for the New Year. 
 
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
����������#����	��,��$�  
The Primary Schools have requested that we help paint wall displays in some of 
their classrooms to assist the teachers. To assess the cost and usefulness we 
have undertaken the decoration of one classroom. Trade Aid provided the funds  
for this and EdUKaid volunteers have provided the man hours to do the 
painting. 
�
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Christ Church Primary School in Hampstead where our volunteer, Sophie 
Hillier, taught, has donated a number of items of sports equipment which we 
have been able to distribute to all of the schools that we support. Thank you. 
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Some of the children have asked their parents to not buy one of their presents 
and purchase something for a child in Tanzania instead. It is so great that 
children are being so thoughtful about others, especially at this time of year 
when we can all tend to be a bit too caught up in buying the latest must have 
gift. Well done them! 
�
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Two girls have asked their mum to purchase a gift for Santa to say thank you for 
all the presents he has given them. They felt it would be a good idea to purchase 
a gift from EdUKaid. Don’t worry mum the certificate will fit in his pocket and 
we can help the children at the same time.  
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The Market Stall raised £240 not £140 as stated in the October Newsletter. 
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We have not got solid dates for the events as yet but we thought we’d make sure you were all aware of the rough dates for your diaries! 
 

 
Market Stall 

Early June 2007 
The Guildhall, Market Square, Salisbury 

 
Beer Festival 

June 2007 
Victoria and Albert, Netherhampton, Salisbury 

 
                     BBQ  
              End of July 07 

 
EdUKaid  6 - a - side soccer and Rugby Sevens  
First or Second Weekend in August 2007, 1100hrs 

Wyvern College, Salisbury 
 

        EdUKaid Leap Ball 
         29th February 2008 

                                                                                                    The Guildhall, Salisbury  
 
                                     Hopefully there will be some new events to follow. Keep checking our website and our regular newsletters. 
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For comments on the Newsletter please contact 

 
editor@edukaid.com 

 
 

For general enquiries please contact 
 

���������
1 Scotts Close 

Downton 
Wiltshire 
SP5 3RA 

 
0(044)1725 514612 

 
admin@edukaid.com 

 
 

To contact our project in Tanzania 
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PO Box 155 

Mtwara 
Tanzania 

 
00255756340941 

   mikindani@edukaid.com 
  

 
We also have a wealth of information on our 
website. From our website you can sponsor 
children, buy EdUKaid merchandise and 
make online donations. 

 
We also have an excellent photo gallery and 
you can learn more about life in the area we 

live in and the work we do. 
 

Please visit our website at  
 
 

www.edukaid.com   
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